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POINT-OF-SALE INVESTMENT SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] The present application is related to and claims
priority from prior provisional application Ser. No. 60/644,
213, filed Jan. 13, 2005, entitled “POINT-OF-SALE
INVESTMENT SYSTEM?”, the contents of which are incor-
porated herein by this reference and are not admitted to be
prior art with respect to the present invention by the mention
in this cross-reference section.

BACKGROUND

[0002] This invention relates to point-of-sale investment
systems. More particularly, it relates to providing improved
methods and systems for permitting individuals to invest
through retail point-of-sale devices, including lottery termi-
nals and gambling devices such as slot machines.

[0003] Typically, investing by individuals is a complex
and highly regulated process. Individuals make contribu-
tions to their investment accounts through brokers or broker
representatives in the case of investments in stocks and
bonds. Alternatively, individuals often make contributions
as part of a variety of insurance-based products, such as
universal life policies and equity index annuities. In both
cases, the payment amount is quite a bit more than more than
pocket change. Finally, the disclosure requirements are
significant and overwhelming to many people. The combi-
nation of these factors works to exclude many minorities,
lower income and other similar demographic groups from
participation in sound investments and the “ownership soci-
ety”.

[0004] Furthermore, democratization of the investment
markets has long been an objective of many in States as well
as the Federal government. Despite record levels of partici-
pation, many people can’t or won’t participate because of
the complexities of investing, the large minimum amounts
required, the real or perceived risks of loss, and a general
lack of understanding.

[0005] On the other hand, state-sponsored lotteries enjoy
a wide participation by almost all ethnic, demographic and
economic segments of the population of the United States.
For example, lotteries currently operate in about 44 states
and are available to about 87 percent of the U.S. population.
Participation by individuals is easy; no special trips or
highly trained specialists stand in their way. Also, the
amount of money required for participation is so small that,
even for the lowest income levels, the decision can be made
on impulse, while shopping, with the spare change readily at
hand. Unfortunately, although lotteries may result in benefits
to society as a whole, they do not return any long-term
benefit to the overwhelming majority of participants.

[0006] Therefore, it is highly desirable to provide systems
for investing small amounts by individuals that are under-
standable and convenient, are a positive alternative/compan-
ion to lottery-based or other gambling, and actively encour-
age and promote an “ownership society”.

OBIJECTS AND FEATURES OF THE
INVENTION

[0007] A primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide a system for permitting individuals to
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easily contribute small amounts to equity-based investments
and fixed investments with an equity-based component.

[0008] It is a further primary object and feature of the
present invention to provide such a system that is available
at many of the commercial locations frequented by people.

[0009] Tt is another primary object and feature of the
present invention to provide such a system in which the
equity-based investment and fixed investments with an
equity-based component are understandable by most people.

[0010] Tt is yet another primary object and feature of the
present invention to provide such a system that permits
irregular contributions to an equity-based investment.

[0011] Furthermore, it is a primary object and feature of
the present invention to provide such a system that provides
establishment of individual ownership of contributions and
earnings from the equity-based investments.

[0012] A further primary object and feature of the present
invention is to provide such a system that is efficient,
inexpensive, and handy. Other objects and features of this
invention will become apparent with reference to the fol-
lowing descriptions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a method, relating to offering future
ownership in at least one investment, comprising the steps
of: offering such future ownership for purchase by at least
one investor; wherein such offering is made through at least
one retail point-of-sale device; accepting at least one own-
ership contribution for such future ownership from such at
least one investor; assigning at least one unique identifier to
such at least one ownership contribution; storing together
such at least one ownership contribution and such at least
one assigned unique identifier; and confirming such storing
together such at least one ownership contribution and such
at least one assigned unique identifier to such at least one
investor. Moreover, it provides such a method further com-
prising the steps of: accumulating at least one plurality of
such ownership contributions for at least one period of time;
creating such at least one investment using such accumu-
lated ownership contributions; associating each such stored
ownership contribution and such at least one assigned
unique identifier with such at least one investment; and
calculating at least one proportional account-holder owner-
ship percentage for each such stored ownership contribution
and such at least one assigned unique identifier associated
with such at least one investment. Additionally, it provides
such a method wherein such at least one proportional
account-holder ownership percentage may be owned by at
least one anonymous investor. Also, it provides such a
method comprising the steps of: permitting such at least one
proportional account-holder ownership percentage to
become at least one identified account-holder investor; per-
mitting association of such at least one ownership contri-
bution and such at least one assigned unique identifier by
such at least one anonymous investor with such at least one
identified account-holder investor. In addition, it provides
such a method, wherein such at least one proportional
account-holder ownership percentage may be owned by at
least one identified account-holder investor. And, it provides
such a method comprising the steps of: accepting at least one
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ownership contribution for such future ownership from such
at least one identified account-holder investor; associating of
such at least one ownership contribution by such at least one
identified account-holder investor with such at least one
identified account-holder investor; storing together such at
least one ownership contribution and such association of
such at least one ownership contribution by such at least one
identified account-holder investor with such at least one
identified account-holder investor; and confirming such stor-
ing together such at least one ownership contribution and
such association of such at least one ownership contribution
by such at least one identified account-holder investor with
such at least one identified account-holder investor. Further,
it provides such a method further comprising the steps of:
determining at least one value of such at least one propor-
tional ownership percentage of such at least one investment
for such at least one account-holder investor; and permitting
such at least one account-holder investor to withdraw at least
one withdrawal amount less than or equal to such at least one
determined value of such at least one proportional owner-
ship percentage from such at least one investment. Even
further, it provides such a method further comprising the
steps of: offering, by at least one licensor, at least one
administrative license to at least one investment adminis-
trator to administer such at least one investment; and receiv-
ing at least one administrative license payment from such at
least one investment administrator by such at least one
licensor. Moreover, it provides such a method wherein such
at least one administrative license payment comprises at
least one first percentage of such at least one ownership
contribution by such at least one investor. Additionally, it
provides such a method wherein such at least one adminis-
trative license payment comprises at least one second per-
centage of the accumulated value, at at least one point in
time, of such at least one investment administered by such
at least one investment administrator. Also, it provides such
a method wherein such at least one administrative license
payment comprises at least one third percentage of the
accumulated value, at least one point in time, of incremental
revenue received from such at least one investor by such at
least one investment administrator. In addition, it provides
such a method wherein such at least one administrative
license payment comprises: at least one first percentage of
such at least one ownership contribution by such at least one
investor; and at least one second percentage of the accumu-
lated value, at at least one point in time, of such at least one
investment administered by such at least one investment
administrator. And, it provides such a method further com-
prising the step of: offering at least one sales license to at
least one manufacturer of such at least one retail point-of-
sale device by at least one licensor; and receiving at least one
sales license payment from such at least one manufacturer
by such at least one licensor. Further, it provides such a
method wherein such at least one retail point-of-sale device
relates to sale of lottery tickets. Even further, it provides
such a method wherein such at least one retail point-of-sale
device relates to gambling. Moreover, it provides such a
method wherein such at least one investment comprises at
least one equity index annuity account. Additionally, it
provides such a method wherein such at least one equity
index annuity account is comprised of at least one fractional
ownership by a plurality of investors. Also, it provides such
a method wherein such at least one investment comprises at
least one individual retirement account. Also, it provides
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such a method wherein such at least one investment com-
prises at least one health savings account. In addition, it
provides such a method wherein such at least one investment
comprises at least one mutual fund account. And, it provides
such a method wherein such at least one mutual fund
account comprises at least one stock mutual fund account.
Further, it provides such a method wherein such at least one
mutual fund account comprises at least one bond mutual
fund account.

[0014] In accordance with another preferred embodiment
hereof, this invention provides a method, relating to offering
fractional ownership in at least one investment, comprising
the steps of: offering such ownership for purchase by at least
one investor; wherein such offering is made through at least
one lottery point-of-sale device; wherein such at least one
investment comprises at least one equity index annuity
account; wherein such at least one equity index annuity
account is comprised of at least one fractional ownership by
a plurality of investors; accepting at least one ownership
contribution for such ownership from such at least one
investor; assigning at least one unique identifier to such at
least one ownership contribution; storing together such at
least one ownership contribution and such at least one
assigned unique identifier; and confirming such storing
together such at least one ownership contribution and such
at least one assigned unique identifier to such at least one
investor.

Definitins, Acronyms and Cross-References

[0015] The following terms and acronyms are explained
below as background and are used throughout the detailed
description:

[0016] EIA. An equity-indexed annuity is a fixed annuity,
either qualified or non-qualified, that earns interest or pro-
vides benefits that are linked to an external equity reference
or an equity index. The value of the index might be tied to
a stock or other equity index. One of the most commonly
used indices is Standard & Poor’s 500 Composite Stock
Price Index (the S&P 500), which is an equity index. An
equity-indexed annuity is a fixed insurance contract which
has its return based on a guaranteed minimum interest rate
as well as the potential for additional returns based on a
specific equity index, but no shares of any stock included in
the index are owned by the annuity. Equity index annuities
are excellent alternatives for investors seeking safety in a
low interest rate environment or a volatile market. The
additional return is based on the increase of a stock or equity
index, such as the S&P 500. If stocks rise, the EIA value
increases. If stocks fall, the EIA value does not decrease, and
because the EIA is a fixed insurance contract typically a
minimum return, typically 3%, is guaranteed. However,
there is no such thing as a free lunch, so the company that
issues the annuity will limit the maximum returns received
from a rising market in return for the downside protection
they provide. This limit depends on the particular indexing
method that the annuity company uses. A common method
used to limit returns is called the “participation rate.” For
example, the insurance company may set the participation at
90%, which means the annuity would be credited with 90%
of the growth experienced by the index. If the index gained
10%, the gain for the EIA would be 9% for that year.
Essentially, 100% of the market risk is traded for a portion
of the market gain.
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[0017] Health Savings Account (HSA). A health savings
account is a tax-sheltered savings account similar to the
IRA, but earmarked for medical expenses. Deposits are
100% tax-deductible for the self-employed and almost
everyone with an HSA and can be easily withdrawn by
check or debit card to pay routine medical bills with tax-free
dollars. Larger medical expenses are covered by a required
low-cost, high deductible health insurance policy. What is
not used from the account each year stays in the account and
continues to accumulate interest on a tax-favored basis to
supplement retirement, just like an IRA.

[0018] Individual Retirement Account (IRA). An IRA may
be one of several specific retirement investment accounts
allowed by the IRS to provide tax-deferral or other tax
advantage. The three types of IRAs available are: deductible
IRA which permits tax-deferred contributions; and growth,
non-deductible IRA which permits only tax-deferred
growth; and Roth IRA which permits tax-free growth. All
IRA accounts permit the use of a variety of investment
vehicles, for example stock or bond mutual funds, individual
stocks, or equity index annuity accounts.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] FIG. 1 shows a general schematic view illustrating
the relationships of the preferred licensing and business
relationship of a licensor, lottery terminal manufacturer,
retailer, investment administrator, exchange and consumer
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

[0020] FIG. 2 shows a general schematic view illustrating
the relationships of the preferred licensing and business
relationship of a licensor, point-of-sale terminal manufac-
turer, retailer, investment administrator, exchange and con-
sumer according to an alternate preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

[0021] FIG. 3 shows a general schematic view illustrating
steps required to receive a contribution from a consumer
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

[0022] FIG. 4 shows a general schematic view illustrating
steps required to issue an account number to a consumer
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

[0023] FIG. 5 shows a general schematic view illustrating
steps required obtain a statement of the value of a consum-
er’s account number according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

[0024] FIG. 6 shows a general schematic view illustrating
steps required to issue a payment from a consumer’s account
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST
MODES AND PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF
THE INVENTION

[0025] With the intention of enabling the present invention
to be more readily understood by those skilled in the art,
while at the same time disclosing the advantages that are
afforded by the present invention, the following description
is subdivided to provide an overview of the primary com-
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ponents and participants giving rise to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. Within each subsection of this
description, reference is made by title to other system
components and participants when and as necessary to assist
in understanding system inter-relationships. Following the
description of each sub-component and an identification of
the pathways of communication between components, a
description of the interaction of the components and par-
ticipants in functional application as taught by the present
invention is provided.

[0026] In the accompanying drawings, well-known struc-
tures and devices are shown in block diagram form in order
to provide an understanding of the interrelationships
between components and participants and the flow of infor-
mation and control throughout described preferred embodi-
ments of the present invention. It will be apparent to one
skilled in the art that the invention may, under appropriate
circumstances, be practiced with a variety of different spe-
cific components provided to serve the generalized block
diagram description.

[0027] A fundamental principle as taught by the present
invention rests upon the premise that alternative methods of
investing are required to encourage investing by a greater
percentage of the general public. Additionally, people wish-
ing to invest small amounts must be encouraged and be
permitted to make small investments in a variety of familiar
settings through a variety of convenient methods.

[0028] Referring to FIG. 1, a general schematic view is
presented illustrating the relationships, according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, of the preferred
licensing and business relationship of a licensor, at least one
lottery terminal manufacturer, at least one retailer, at least
one investment administrator, and at least one consumer.
According to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the Lottery Point-of-Sale Investment System 100 pref-
erably permits a Consumer 107 to contribute to an EIA
(Equity Index Annuity) Account 111 through a lottery ter-
minal located at a Retailer 105 (at least embodying herein
wherein such at least one retail point-of-sale device relates
to sale of lottery tickets).

[0029] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, Licensor 101 will obtain authorization
from the State 102, which already permits a lottery to be
offered to Consumers 107, to market and sell fractional-
ownership EIA investments (at least embodying herein
wherein such at least one investment comprises at least one
equity index annuity account; and at least embodying herein
wherein such at least one equity index annuity account is
comprised of at least one fractional ownership by a plurality
of investors). Authorization may be required from one or
more state agencies or institutions. For example, it may be
necessary for the state legislature to approve the offering of
investment programs through lottery terminals. Addition-
ally, sales of a fractional-ownership based investment such
as an EIA (Equity Index Annuity) may require legislative
and or insurance departmental approval. Preferably, the
investment aspects of a fractional-ownership EIA product
operate in the same manner as single-ownership based EIA
product sold by insurance companies as described above.
Preferably, ownership contributions by a group of Consum-
ers 107 are accumulated until a specific amount is achieved,
say $50,000, at which time the amount is used to set up an
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EIA Account 111 with the typical rules for calculating the
gain in value and participation level (at least embodying
herein accumulating at least one plurality of such at least one
ownership contributions for at least one period of time; and
at least embodying herein creating such at least one invest-
ment using such accumulated ownership contributions).

[0030] Additionally, each ownership contribution
included in the EIA Account 111 will preferably be
accounted for individually for the life of the EIA Account
111 (at least embodying herein associating each such stored
ownership contribution and such at least one assigned
unique identifier with such at least one investment). At the
termination of the EIA Account 111, the value of each
ownership contribution will preferably be calculated by
multiplying its percentage ownership in the EIA Account
111 when the EIA Account 111 was established times the
ending value of the EIA Account 111 (at least embodying
herein calculating at least one proportional account-holder
ownership percentage for each such stored at least one
ownership contribution and such at least one assigned
unique identifier associated with such at least one invest-
ment). Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
market changes, the nature of the EIA rules in various states,
insurance company requirements, etc., various methods of
valuation of an EIA account may suffice. Preferably, at the
termination of EIA Account 111, each owner of the EIA
Account 111 may be permitted to receive the value of the
ownership percentage or make a new ownership contribu-
tion in another EIA Account 111. Upon reading the teachings
of this specification, those with ordinary skill in the art will
now understand that, under appropriate circumstances, con-
sidering such issues as market changes, the nature of the EIA
rules in various states, insurance company requirements,
etc., various methods, and combinations of methods of
payment and investment, such as via telephone, via the
Internet or in person at the office or branch of the Investment
Administrator, may suffice.

[0031] Preferably, the Licensor 101 will identify and
negotiate an administrative agreement with at least one
Investment Administrator 109 to accept and manage own-
ership contributions received from lottery terminals located
at any Retailer 105 (at least embodying herein offering, by
at least one licensor, at least one administrative license to at
least one investment administrator to administer such at least
one investment). Preferably, the Investment Administrator
109 will be at least one insurance company that is authorized
to offer an EIA product. Preferably, the administrative agree-
ment includes, but is not limited to, establishment of an
insurance-based EIA (Equity Index Annuity) product which
permits fractional ownership by Consumers 107, accounting
for ownership contributions which are anonymous or for
pre-existing consumer accounts, providing necessary man-
agement and reporting to Consumer 107 for an account set
up on request by Consumer 107, and consolidation of
anonymous ownership contributions to a consumer account
on request by Consumer 107. Upon reading the teachings of
this specification, those with ordinary skill in the art will
now understand that, under appropriate circumstances, con-
sidering such issues as state regulatory requirements, market
changes, the nature of the EIA rules in various states,
insurance company requirements, etc., companies other than
insurance companies operating as the Investment Adminis-
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trator, and in turn acquiring EIA contracts from one or more
insurance companies that offer an EIA product, may suffice.

[0032] Preferably, fractional-ownership EIA’s will be
structured to permit ownership contributions by Consumers
107 to a fractional-ownership EIA to be eligible for use at
part of an IRA or HSA in the same manner as any eligible
non-fractional-ownership (at least embodying herein
wherein such at least one investment comprises at least one
individual retirement account; and at least embodying herein
wherein such at least one investment comprises at least one
health savings account).

[0033] Preferably, the Licensor 101 will negotiate a licens-
ing agreement with at least one Lottery Terminal Manufac-
turer 103 to permit the Lottery Terminal Manufacturer 103
to modify the lottery terminal software used to operate its
lottery terminals to accept and process ownership contribu-
tions (at least embodying herein offering at least one sales
license to at least one manufacturer of such at least one retail
point-of-sale device by at least one licensor). The lottery
terminal software modifications permitted will preferably
include:

[0034] Permitting a Consumer 107 to elect to make an
ownership contribution through the lottery terminal.
The ownership contribution transaction preferably may
be made either in conjunction with the purchase of a
lottery ticket or, more preferably, solely as an owner-
ship contribution;

[0035] Permitting a Consumer 107 to make the owner-
ship contribution anonymously;

[0036] Permitting a Consumer 107 to make the owner-
ship contribution to a pre-existing consumer account
using an account number provided by the Consumer
107,

[0037] Providing to the Consumer 107 a proof-of-pur-
chase for anonymous ownership contributions which
includes a unique transaction identifier;

[0038] Providing to the Consumer 107 a receipt for
ownership contributions associated with a pre-existing
consumer account;

[0039] Providing the necessary controls, reports and
methods to permit periodic transmission of ownership
contributions to the Investment Administrator 109.

[0040] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
developer preferences, requirements for other methods and
software functions, the nature of the application and changes
in technology, etc., other methods and software functions
may suffice.

[0041] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
Retailer preferences, the nature of the application and
changes in technology, etc., any type of lottery terminal,
such as manned lottery terminals, video lottery terminals or
Internet-based lottery terminals, may suffice.

[0042] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, Licensor 101 will preferably receive a
licensee fee from the Lottery Terminal Manufacturer 103.
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Preferably, the license fee will be negotiated on the basis of
the number of lottery terminals on which the revised soft-
ware is installed (at least embodying herein receiving at least
one sales license payment from such at least one manufac-
turer by such at least one licensor). Upon reading the
teachings of this specification, those with ordinary skill in
the art will now understand that, under appropriate circum-
stances, considering such issues as Lottery Terminal Manu-
facturer preferences, Licensor preferences, the nature of the
application and changes in technology, etc., other methods
of license fee calculation, such an agreed payment per
ownership contribution processed, may suffice.

[0043] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the Lottery Terminal Manufacturer 103
will preferably install the updated lottery terminal software
at each Retailer 105 which has a lottery terminal located on
their premises. Preferably, once the updated software is
installed, a Consumer 107 may elect to solely make an
ownership contribution or make an ownership contribution
in conjunction with the purchase of a lottery ticket.

[0044] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the Investment Administrator 109 will be
an insurance company that is a provider of EIA products.
Generally, insurance companies that already offer E1A prod-
ucts will be in the best position to manage the EIA Account
111. Upon reading the teachings of this specification, those
with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that, under
appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as Licen-
sor preferences, the nature of the EIA Account and changes
in technology, etc., companies other than insurance compa-
nies acting as Investment Administrator may suffice.

[0045] Preferably, periodically the accumulated owner-
ship contributions and related documentation will be for-
warded to the Investment Administrator 109. Preferably, the
Investment Administrator 109 will pay Retailer 105 a com-
mission calculated on the basis of the accumulated owner-
ship contributions submitted for a specific period of time.
Upon reading the teachings of this specification, those with
ordinary skill in the art will now understand that, under
appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as Licen-
sor preferences, Retailer preferences, Investment Adminis-
trator preferences, the nature of the application and changes
in technology, etc., other commission calculation methods
may suffice.

[0046] Preferably, the Investment Administrator 109 will
manage all the administrative aspects of each EIA Account
111 including establishing consumer accounts of Consumers
107 who wish to establish consumer accounts in which their
ownership contributions may be summarized and reported,
providing assistance to Consumers 107 regarding their own-
ership contributions, managing and investing funds as nec-
essary to support each EIA Account 111, calculation of
amounts to be paid and payments to Consumers 107 when
requested and any other actions necessary to successfully
operate and manage each EIA Account 111.

[0047] Preferably, as part of the licensing agreement
between the Investment Administrator 109 and the Licensor
101, the Investment Administrator 109 will pay the Licensor
101 a first commission based on an agreed percentage of the
cumulative sum of ownership contributions for each par-
ticular period of time (at least embodying herein receiving at
least one administrative license payment from such at least
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one investment administrator by such at least one licensor;
and at least embodying herein wherein such at least one
administrative license payment comprises at least one first
percentage of such at least one ownership contribution by
such at least one investor). Additionally, preferably the
Investment Administrator 109 will pay the Licensor 101 a
second commission based on an agreed percentage of incre-
mental revenue received by the Investment Administrator
109 from Consumers 107 with consumer accounts for own-
ership contributions (at least embodying herein wherein
such at least one administrative license payment comprises
at least one third percentage of the accumulated value, at
least one point in time, of incremental revenue received from
such at least one investor by such at least one investment
administrator). Additionally, preferably the Investment
Administrator 109 will pay the Licensor 101 a third com-
mission based on total of all ownership contributions
invested in EIA’s at a particular point in time, such as each
year on an agreed date (at least embodying herein wherein
such at least one administrative license payment comprises
at least one second percentage of the accumulated value, at
at least one point in time, of such at least one investment
administered by such at least one investment administrator).
Upon reading the teachings of this specification, those with
ordinary skill in the art will now understand that, under
appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as Licen-
sor preferences, Investment Administrator preferences, etc.,
other commission arrangements such as a combination of
only the first commission and second commissions, or other
combination of commission calculations, etc., may suffice.

[0048] Referring to FIG. 2, a general schematic view
illustrating the relationships of the preferred licensing and
business relationship of a licensor, point-of-sale terminal
manufacturer, a business, investment administrator,
exchange and consumer, according to an alternate preferred
embodiment of the present invention, is presented. Accord-
ing to an alternate preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the Retail Point-of-Sale Investment System 200
preferably permits a Consumer 107 to contribute to an EIA
Account 111 through any one of a variety of POS (Point-
of-Sale) terminals located at any one of a variety of Busi-
nesses 205.

[0049] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, Licensor 101 will obtain authorization
from the State 102 to market and sell fractional-ownership
EIA accounts to Consumer 107 through retail POS termi-
nals. Authorization may be required from one or more state
agencies or institutions (or from Federal agencies if invest-
ment is regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion). For example, it may be necessary for the state legis-
lature to approve the offering of and investment programs
through POS terminals. Additionally, sales of a fractional-
ownership based investment such as an EIA (Equity Index
Annuity) may require legislative and or insurance depart-
mental approval. Preferably, the investment aspects of a
fractional-ownership EIA product operate in the same man-
ner as single-ownership based EIA product sold by insur-
ance companies, as described above. Preferably, ownership
contributions by a group of Consumers 107 is accumulated
until a specific amount is achieved, say $50,000, at which
time the amount is used to set up an EIA Account 111 with
the typical rules for calculating the gain in value and
participation level. Additionally, each ownership contribu-
tion included in the EIA Account 111 will preferably be
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accounted for individually for the life of the EIA Account
111. At the termination of the EIA Account 111, the value of
each ownership contribution will preferably be calculated by
multiplying its percentage ownership in the EIA Account
111 when the EIA Account 111 was established times the
ending value of the EIA Account 111. Upon reading the
teachings of this specification, those with ordinary skill in
the art will now understand that, under appropriate circum-
stances, considering such issues as market changes, the
nature of the EIA rules in various states, insurance company
requirements, etc., various methods of valuation of an EIA
account may suffice. Preferably, at the termination of EIA
Account 111, each fractional owner of the EIA Account 111
may be permitted to receive the value of the ownership
percentage or make a new ownership contribution in another
EIA Account 111. Upon reading the teachings of this speci-
fication, those with ordinary skill in the art will now under-
stand that, under appropriate circumstances, considering
such issues as market changes, the nature of the EIA rules in
various states, insurance company requirements, etc., vari-
ous methods, and combinations of methods, of payment and
investment such as, via telephone, via the Internet or in
person at the offices of the Investment Administrator, may
suffice.

[0050] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, assuming necessary regulatory
approvals, Licensor 101 may preferably market and sell
fractional-ownership of other investment vehicles, such as
Mutual Fund Account 113, to Consumer 107 through retail
POS terminals. Preferably, these other investment vehicles
include common stock mutual funds, bond mutual funds,
and money market funds (at least herein embodying wherein
such at least one investment comprises at least one mutual
fund account; at least herein embodying wherein such at
least one mutual fund account comprises at least one stock
mutual fund account; and wherein such at least one mutual
fund account comprises at least one bond mutual fund
account).

[0051] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
developer preferences, the nature of the application and
changes in technology, etc., other types of investment
accounts, such as unit investment trusts, index funds, Real
estate investment trusts, and other investment methods, may
suffice.

[0052] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably the Licensor 101 will
identify and negotiate an administrative agreement with at
least one Investment Administrator 109, which may be an
insurance company authorized to offer ElA-based products
within the state, to accept and manage ownership contribu-
tions received from POS terminals located at any Business
205. Preferably, the administrative agreement includes, but
is not limited to, establishment of an insurance-based EIA
(Equity Index Annuity) product which permits fractional
ownership by Consumers 107 or other investment vehicle,
accounting for ownership contributions which are anony-
mous or for pre-existing consumer accounts, providing
necessary management and reporting to Consumer 107,
account set up on request by Consumer 107, and consoli-
dation of anonymous ownership contributions to a consumer
account on request by Consumer 107. Upon reading the
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teachings of this specification, those with ordinary skill in
the art will now understand that, under appropriate circum-
stances, considering such issues as state regulatory require-
ments, market changes, the nature of the EIA rules in various
states, insurance company requirements, etc., companies
other than insurance companies acting as the Investment
Administrator and in turn acquiring EIA contracts from one
more insurance companies that offer an EIA product may
suffice.

[0053] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably, the Licensor 101 will
negotiate a licensing agreement with at least one POS
Terminal Manufacturer 203 to permit the Terminal Manu-
facturer 203 to modify the POS terminal software used to
operate POS terminal. The POS terminal software modifi-
cations permitted will preferably include:

[0054] Permitting a Consumer 107 to elect to make an
ownership contribution through the POS terminal. The
ownership contribution transaction preferably may be
made either in conjunction with a purchase or solely as
an ownership contribution;

[0055] Permitting a Consumer 107 to make the owner-
ship contribution anonymously;

[0056] Permitting a Consumer 107 to make the owner-
ship contribution to a pre-existing consumer account
using an account number provided by the Consumer
107,

[0057] Providing to the Consumer 107 a proof-of-pur-
chase for anonymous ownership contributions which
includes a unique transaction identifier;

[0058] Providing to the Consumer 107 a receipt for
ownership contributions associated with a pre-existing
EIA Account 111;

[0059] Providing the necessary controls, reports and
methods to permit periodic transmission of ownership
contributions to the Investment Administrator 109.

[0060] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
developer preferences, requirements for other methods and
software functions, the nature of the application and changes
in technology, etc., other methods and software functions
may suffice.

[0061] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably any device capable of
receiving and recording payments by Consumer 107 is
considered a candidate for modification. Preferably, gam-
bling devices, including slot machines, video poker
machines and similar devices, may be modified to permit
Consumer 107 to designate an amount as an ownership
contribution (at least herein embodying wherein such at least
one retail point-of-sale device relates to gambling). Prefer-
ably, the amount designated by Consumer 107 may be in
addition to amounts being bet or as an amount to be taken
from winnings.

[0062] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, other point-of-sale devices which may be
modified to accept ownership contributions may also
include:
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[0063] Retail POS machines

[0064] ATMs (Automated Teller Machines) for banking
activities,

[0065] Retail electronic cash registers,

[0066] Automated POS terminals including gasoline
pumps which permit use of credit cards and unattended/
automated POS terminals in use at grocery stores, and

[0067] E-commerce software used to support Internet-
based purchases (at least embodying herein wherein
such offering is made through at least one retail point-
of-sale device).

[0068] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
retailer preferences, the nature of the application and
changes in technology, etc., any type of mechanism sup-
ported by modifiable software such as electro-mechanical
devices or software only systems, may suffice.

[0069] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, Licensor 101 will preferably receive
a licensee fee from Terminal Manufacturer 203. Preferably,
the license fee will be negotiated on the basis of the number
of POS terminals on which the modified software is
installed. Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
Terminal Manufacturer preferences, Licensor preferences,
the nature of the application and changes in technology, etc.,
other methods of license fee calculation, such as an agreed
payment per ownership contribution processed, may suffice.

[0070] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably the Licensor 101 will
identify and negotiate an agreement with at least one Busi-
ness 205 to permit Consumer 107 to make an ownership
contribution through the POS terminals operated by Busi-
ness 205.

[0071] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, Terminal Manufacturer 203 will pref-
erably install the modified POS terminal software at each
Business 205 which has agreed to offer ownership contri-
butions through their POS terminals. Preferably, once the
updated software is installed, Consumer 107 may elect to
solely make an ownership contribution or make an owner-
ship contribution in conjunction with a purchase. According
to an alternate preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the Investment Administrator 109 will be an insurance
company that is a provider of EIA products. Generally,
insurance companies that already offer EIA products will be
in the best position to manage the EIA Account 111. Upon
reading the teachings of this specification, those with ordi-
nary skill in the art will now understand that, under appro-
priate circumstances, considering such issues as Licensor
preferences, the nature of the EIA account and changes in
technology, etc., companies other than insurance companies
acting as Investment Administrator may suffice.

[0072] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably, periodically the accumu-
lated ownership contributions and related documentation
will be forwarded to the Investment Administrator 109.
Preferably, the Investment Administrator 109 will pay Busi-
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ness 205 a commission calculated on the basis of the
accumulated ownership contributions submitted for a spe-
cific period of time. Upon reading the teachings of this
specification, those with ordinary skill in the art will now
understand that, under appropriate circumstances, consider-
ing such issues as Licensor preferences, Retailer prefer-
ences, Investment Administrator preferences, the nature of
the application and changes in technology, etc., other com-
mission calculation methods may suffice.

[0073] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably, the Investment Adminis-
trator 109 will manage all the administrative aspects of each
EIA Account 111 including, but not limited to, establishing
consumer accounts of Consumers 107 who wish to establish
consumer accounts in which their ownership contributions
may be summarized and reported, providing assistance to
Consumers 107 regarding their ownership contributions,
managing and investing funds as necessary to support each
EIA Account 111, calculation of amounts to be paid, and
payments to Consumers 107 when requested, and any other
actions necessary to successfully operate and manage each
EIA Account 111.

[0074] According to an alternate preferred embodiment of
the present invention, preferably, as part of the licensing
agreement between the Investment Administrator 109 and
the Licensor 101, the Investment Administrator 109 will pay
the Licensor 101 a first commission based on an agreed
percentage of the cumulative sum of ownership contribu-
tions for each particular period of time. Additionally, pref-
erably the Investment Administrator 109 will pay the Licen-
sor 101 a second commission based on an agreed percentage
of incremental revenue received by the Investment Admin-
istrator 109 from Consumers 107 with consumer accounts
for ownership contributions. Additionally, preferably the
Investment Administrator 109 will pay the Licensor 101 a
third commission based on total of all ownership contribu-
tions invested in EIA’s at a particular point in time, such as
each year on an agreed date. Upon reading the teachings of
this specification, those with ordinary skill in the art will
now understand that, under appropriate circumstances, con-
sidering such issues as Licensor preferences, Investment
Administrator, etc., other commission arrangements such as
a combination of only the first commission and second
commissions, or other combination of commission calcula-
tions, etc., may suffice.

[0075] Referring to FIG. 3, a general schematic view
illustrating steps required to receive a contribution from a
consumer, according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, is presented. Consumer 107 initiates the
process by choosing to make an ownership contribution.
Preferably, in the step Receive Ownership Contribution 301,
a Consumer 107 chooses to make a voluntary ownership
contribution (at least embodying herein offering such future
ownership for purchase by at least one investor; and at least
embodying herein accepting at least one ownership contri-
bution for such future ownership from such at least one
investor). Preferably, the ownership contribution may or
may not be in made in conjunction with the purchase of a
lottery ticket. Preferably, the ownership contribution may be
made through any type of lottery terminal which accepts the
contribution. Preferably, the ownership contribution may be
anonymous or for addition to an existing consumer account
of the Consumer 107 (at least embodying herein wherein
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such at least one proportional account-holder ownership
percentage may be owned by at least one anonymous
investor). Preferably, if the ownership contribution is for an
existing consumer account, the Consumer 107 will provide
the necessary account information to permit the ownership
contribution to be credited to the appropriate consumer
account. A preferred alternative is that the account informa-
tion will be stored on an account card which is readable by
the lottery terminal in a manner similar to a credit card.

[0076] Preferably, a determination will be made as to
whether the ownership contribution is anonymous or for a
specified account holder. If the ownership contribution is
anonymous, the step Issue Proof of Purchase 307 is taken to
assign a unique identification code to the ownership contri-
bution and to issue a Proof of Purchase 309 which contains
all the pertinent information regarding the ownership con-
tribution, including the unique identification code (at least
embodying herein assigning at least one unique identifier to
such at least one ownership contribution; and at least
embodying herein confirming such storing together such at
least one ownership contribution and such at least one
assigned unique identifier to such at least one investor).
Preferably, a unique identification code is assigned to each
anonymous ownership contribution to permit management
of the ownership contribution until the ownership contribu-
tion is associated with an account holder or until the EIA
reaches maturity (at least embodying herein storing together
such at least one ownership contribution and such at least
one assigned unique identifier).

[0077] Preferably, if the ownership contribution is for a
specified account holder the step Issue Receipt 311 is
completed and an Ownership Contribution Receipt 313 is
issued (at least embodying herein accepting at least one
ownership contribution for such future ownership from such
at least one identified account-holder investor; and at least
embodying herein associating of such at least one ownership
contribution by such at least one identified account-holder
investor with such at least one identified account-holder
investor; and at least embodying herein storing together such
at least one ownership contribution and such association of
such at least one ownership contribution by such at least one
identified account-holder investor with such at least one
identified account-holder investor; and at least embodying
herein confirming such storing together such at least one
ownership contribution and such association of such at least
one ownership contribution by such at least one identified
account-holder investor with such at least one identified
account-holder investor). Preferably, the Ownership Contri-
bution Receipt 313 contains all the pertinent information
regarding the ownership contribution, including the account
holder’s account number.

[0078] Preferably, periodically the accumulated owner-
ship contributions and the related documentation are trans-
ferred to the Investment Administrator 109 for investment
and account administration as shown in step Transfer Own-
ership Contributions 315 (at least herein embodying accu-
mulating at least one plurality of such ownership contribu-
tions for at least one period of time). Preferably, the
Investment Administrator 109 will record the amount and
contribution date, etc., separately each for anonymous own-
ership contribution according to the assigned unique iden-
tification number in step Record Anonymous Contributions
319. Preferably, the Investment Administrator 109 will
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record the amount and contribution date, etc., separately
each for account holder ownership contribution according to
the associated account number in step Record Contributions
Accounts 321. Preferably, periodically the Investment
Administrator 109 will establish a new EIA investment in
step Establish EIA Investment 323. Preferably, establish-
ment of a new EIA investment will be based at least on the
accumulated ownership contributions regardless of their
source. Preferably, each ownership contribution, regardless
of the source, included in any particular EIA investment is
managed in the same manner for calculation of the owner-
ship share and increases in value. However, multiple own-
ership contributions associated with a single account holder
included in a particular EIA investment preferably would be
consolidated.

[0079] Referring to FIG. 4, in which a general schematic
view illustrating steps required to issue an account number
to a consumer, according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, is presented, the Consumer 107 may at
any time request that an account be set up by the Investment
Administrator 109 as shown in the step Request Account
Number 401 (at least embodying herein permitting such at
least one proportional account-holder ownership percentage
to become at least one identified account-holder investor).
Preferably, the Investment Administrator 109 will complete
the necessary actions to assign a unique account number to
the requesting Consumer 107 and establish a consumer
account on behalf of the Consumer 107. Preferably, the
Investment Administrator 109 will be notified whether the
Consumer 107 has previously made anonymous ownership
contributions as part of the step Request Account Number
401. Preferably, as shown in step Consolidate Ownership
Contributions 407, the Investment Administrator 109 will
consolidate all anonymous ownership contributions, for
which the Consumer 107 has a Proof of Purchase 309, into
the newly established consumer account as shown in the step
Consolidate Ownership Contributions 407 (at least embody-
ing herein permitting association of such at least one own-
ership contribution and such at least one assigned unique
identifier by such at least one anonymous investor with such
at least one identified account-holder investor). Preferably,
the Investment Administrator 109 will issue an Account
Card 409 which contains the necessary information, such as
account number for use by the Consumer 107 as part of the
step Issue Account Number 405. Preferably, the Consumer
107 may request an account number in advance of making
ownership contributions.

[0080] Referring to FIG. 5, in which a general schematic
view illustrating steps required obtain a statement of the
value of a consumer’s account number, according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention, is presented,
any Consumer 107 may request a statement which summa-
rizes all ownership contributions by the Consumer 107.
Preferably, as shown in the step Request Account Statement
501, any Consumer 107 who has made ownership contri-
butions may request a statement summarizing their owner-
ship contributions and the current value of each ownership
contribution and the pertinent information regarding the EIA
account with which each ownership contribution is associ-
ated. Preferably, if the Consumer 107 is not a current
account holder, they will present Proofs of Purchase 309 and
an Account Card 409 with a unique account number will be
issued, as shown in the step Issue Account Number 505.
Following the step Issue Account Number 505, all the
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ownership contributions by the Consumer 107 will be asso-
ciated with the account number for the Consumer 107. For
newly issued accounts and existing accounts, the value of
each ownership contribution will then be calculated in the
step Calculate Earnings 511. Following the step Calculate
Earnings 511, the Account Statement 515, which presents a
summary of each ownership contribution, is associated EIA
account and its current value will be provided to the Con-
sumer 107. Preferably, the Account Statement 515 may
periodically be automatically sent to each Consumer 107
with an account number. Upon reading the teachings of this
specification, those with ordinary skill in the art will now
understand that, under appropriate circumstances, consider-
ing such issues as advances in technology, user preference,
user location, etc., other methods and forms of presenting
the Account Statement, such as via an Internet-based query,
via a telephone-based request or from a lottery terminal, etc.,
may suffice.

[0081] Referring to FIG. 6, in which a general schematic
view illustrating steps required to issue a payment from a
consumer’s account, according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention, is presented, the Consumer 107
may request redemption of all or a portion of an account
containing ownership contributions. Preferably, only Con-
sumers 107 with an account number will be permitted to
make a redemption request as shown in the step Request
Redemption 601. Preferably, the Consumer 107 may request
redemption at the termination of the EIA account with which
one or more ownership contributions is associated (at least
embodying herein permitting such at least one account-
holder investor to withdraw at least one withdrawal amount
less than or equal to such at least one determined value of
such at least one proportional ownership percentage from
such at least one investment). Preferably, redemptions would
be subject to rules relating to normal redemptions, early
redemption, and re-investment of redemption proceeds.
Upon reading the teachings of this specification, those with
ordinary skill in the art will now understand that, under
appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
advances in technology, user preference, user location, etc.,
other methods and forms of requesting redemption of some
or all the ownership contributions associated with an
account, such as via an Internet-based query, via a tele-
phone-based request or from a lottery terminal, etc., may
suffice. After a redemption request is received, the value of
the ownership contributions is calculated according the
established rules in the step Calculate Redemption Amount
603 (at least embodying herein determining at least one
value of such at least one proportional ownership percentage
of such at least one investment for such at least one
account-holder investor). If the Consumer 107 has elected to
reinvest the redemption proceeds, the funds will be placed in
another EIA account along with other ownership contribu-
tions, as shown in the step Reinvest Redemption Amount
609. On the other hand, if the Consumer 107 has chosen to
receive payment, a Check 607 will be issued in the step Issue
Payment 605.

[0082] Upon reading the teachings of this specification,
those with ordinary skill in the art will now understand that,
under appropriate circumstances, considering such issues as
advances in technology, user preferences, Investment
Administrator preferences, etc., permitting anonymous con-
tributions to be redeemed upon presentation of a proof of
purchase by a consumer may suffice.
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[0083] Although applicant has described applicant’s pre-
ferred embodiments of this invention, it will be understood
that the broadest scope of this invention includes modifica-
tions such as diverse shapes, sizes, and materials. Such
scope is limited only by the below claims as read in
connection with the above specification.

[0084] Further, many other advantages of applicant’s
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the
above descriptions and the below claims.

What is claimed is:
1) A method, relating to offering future ownership in at
least one investment, comprising the steps of:

a) offering such future ownership for purchase by at least
one investor;

b) wherein such offering is made through at least one
retail point-of-sale device;

¢) accepting at least one ownership contribution for such
future ownership from such at least one investor;

d) assigning at least one unique identifier to such at least
one ownership contribution;

e) storing together such at least one ownership contribu-
tion and such at least one assigned unique identifier;
and

f) confirming such storing together such at least one
ownership contribution and such at least one assigned
unique identifier to such at least one investor.

2) The method, according to claim 1, further comprising

the steps of:

a) accumulating at least one plurality of such ownership
contributions for at least one period of time;

b) creating such at least one investment using such
accumulated ownership contributions;

¢) associating each such stored ownership contribution
and such at least one assigned unique identifier with
such at least one investment; and

d) calculating at least one proportional account-holder
ownership percentage for each such stored ownership
contribution and such at least one assigned unique
identifier associated with such at least one investment.

3) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at least

one proportional account-holder ownership percentage may
be owned by at least one anonymous investor.

4) The method, according to claim 3, comprising the steps

of:

a) permitting such at least one proportional account-
holder ownership percentage to become at least one
identified account-holder investor; and

b) permitting association of such at least one ownership
contribution and such at least one assigned unique
identifier by such at least one anonymous investor with
such at least one identified account-holder investor.

5) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at least

one proportional account-holder ownership percentage may
be owned by at least one identified account-holder investor.

6) The method, according to claim 5, comprising the steps

of:
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a) accepting at least one ownership contribution for such
future ownership from such at least one identified
account-holder investor;

b) associating of such at least one ownership contribution
by such at least one identified account-holder investor
with such at least one identified account-holder inves-
tor;

¢) storing together such at least one ownership contribu-
tion and such association of such at least one ownership
contribution by such at least one identified account-
holder investor with such at least one identified
account-holder investor; and

d) confirming such storing together such at least one
ownership contribution and such association of such at
least one ownership contribution by such at least one
identified account-holder investor with such at least one
identified account-holder investor.

7) The method, according to claim 6, further comprising

the steps of:

a) determining at least one value of such at least one
proportional ownership percentage of such at least one
investment for such at least one account-holder inves-
tor; and

b) permitting such at least one account-holder investor to
withdraw at least one withdrawal amount less than or
equal to such at least one determined value of such at
least one proportional ownership percentage from such
at least one investment.

8) The method, according to claim 2, further comprising

the steps of:

a) offering, by at least one licensor, at least one admin-
istrative license to at least one investment administrator
to administer such at least one investment; and

b) receiving at least one administrative license payment
from such at least one investment administrator by such
at least one licensor.

9) The method, according to claim 8, wherein such at least
one administrative license payment comprises at least one
first percentage of such at least one ownership contribution
by such at least one investor.

10) The method, according to claim 8, wherein such at
least one administrative license payment comprises at least
one second percentage of the accumulated value, at at least
one point in time, of such at least one investment adminis-
tered by such at least one investment administrator.

11) The method, according to claim 8, wherein such at
least one administrative license payment comprises at least
one third percentage of the accumulated value, at at least one
point in time, of incremental revenue received from such at
least one investor by such at least one investment adminis-
trator.

12) The method, according to claim 8, wherein such at
least one administrative license payment comprises:

a) at least one first percentage of such at least one
ownership contribution by such at least one investor;
and

b) at least one second percentage of the accumulated
value, at at least one point in time, of such at least one
investment administered by such at least one invest-
ment administrator.
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13) The method, according to claim 2, further comprising
the step of:

a) offering at least one sales license to at least one
manufacturer of such at least one retail point-of-sale
device by at least one licensor; and

b) receiving at least one sales license payment from such

at least one manufacturer by such at least one licensor.

14) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one retail point-of-sale device relates to sale of lottery
tickets.

15) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one retail point-of-sale device relates to gambling.

16) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one investment comprises at least one equity index
annuity account.

17) The method, according to claim 16, wherein such at
least one equity index annuity account is comprised of at
least one fractional ownership by a plurality of investors.

18) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one investment comprises at least one individual retire-
ment account.

19) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one investment comprises at least one health savings
account.

20) The method, according to claim 2, wherein such at
least one investment comprises at least one mutual fund
account.

21) The method, according to claim 20, wherein such at
least one mutual fund account comprises at least one stock
mutual fund account.

22) The method, according to claim 20, wherein such at
least one mutual fund account comprises at least one bond
mutual fund account.

23) A method, relating to offering fractional ownership in
at least one investment, comprising the steps of:

a) offering such ownership for purchase by at least one
investor;

b) wherein such offering is made through at least one
lottery point-of-sale device;

¢) wherein such at least one investment comprises at least
one equity index annuity account;

d) wherein such at least one equity index annuity account
is comprised of at least one fractional ownership by a
plurality of investors;

e) accepting at least one ownership contribution for such
ownership from such at least one investor;

f) assigning at least one unique identifier to such at least
one ownership contribution;

g) storing together such at least one ownership contribu-
tion and such at least one assigned unique identifier;
and

h) confirming such storing together such at least one
ownership contribution and such at least one assigned
unique identifier to such at least one investor.
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