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[57] ABSTRACT

This invention provides golf putter training tools for training
a golfer’s putting stroke. These golf putter training tools
assist a golfer in making the putting stroke flat and in a
straight “sweeping” line. A wheel, attached to the putter
body, is provided adjacent each end of the putter and
constructed to roll when the proper putting motion is used.
The wheels (provided either as a putter part or as an add-on)
extend slightly below the bottom surface of the putter and
may include sharp portions along their circumference to
impede other than straight rolling.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
GOLF PUTTER TRAINING TOOLS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to providing golf putter training
tools for training a golfer’s putting stroke. More particularly,
this invention concerns golf putter training tools for assisting
a golfer in making the putting stroke flat and in a straight
line.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Typically, in playing golf, a poor putter may make one or
both of two kinds of errors in form.

One such error is that the golfer, in swinging back the
putter prior to the hit, lifts up the putter as in a normal swing
with a wood or iron golf club; and this type of golfer often
also lifts up the putter as soon the golf ball is struck in
putting. These “not-flat” errors are frequent in spite of the
fact that the standard wisdom in putting is to move the putter
in a flat “sweeping” motion.

Another such error is that the golfer turns the golfer’s
body while putting, and in the same way, again, as if in a
normal swing with a wood or iron golf club. So, typically,
such golfer, even if “sweeping” the putter head in a flat plane
(thus not making the first kind of ermror mentioned above),
brings back the putter head in an arc preparatory to the hit;
and this type of golfer also follows through after the hit in
an arc. These “not-straight” errors are frequent in spite of the
fact that the standard wisdom in putting is to move the putter
in a straight line through the hitting area of the putt
(including before the putt hit and after the putt hit). Since a
“good” putting motion is so different from a “good” wood-
club swing or iron-club swing, it would be helpful to provide
a tool or device to assist in training golfers to feel the
difference and to practice doing putting with a flat and
straight “sweeping” motion.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

A primary object of the present invention is to fulfill the
above-mentioned training need by the provision of such
devices and tools for use in training golf putting. A further
primary object of the present invention is to provide such a
tool or device which is efficient, inexpensive, and handy. In
addition, it is a primary object of this invention to provide
such tool in connection with, and making use of, currently-
used putters. Other objects of this invention will become
apparent with reference to the following invention descrip-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, this invention provides, a golf putter training tool,
for training a user’s putting stroke along a putting surface,
comprising, in combination: golf putter means comprising
golf putter shaft means, and putter body means including a
front putting portion, a bottom portion, and a pair of end
portions; connected to such putter body means and situate
adjacent a first such end portion, first wheel means con-
structed and arranged to roll forward during a such putting
stroke; such golf putter training tool being constructed and
arranged to assist a such user in making such putting stroke
flat and in a straight line. Further provided is such a golf
putter training tool further comprising, connected to such
putter body means and situate adjacent a second such end
portion, second wheel means constructed and arranged to
roll forward during a such putting stroke. Even further, this
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invention provides such a golf putter training tool further
comprising wheel axis means having an axis of rotation,
such first wheel means and second wheel means both having
a same radius and being constructed and arranged to rotate
about such axis of rotation. Still further provided is such a
golf putter training tool wherein such radius of such first and
second wheel means is larger than a distance from such
bottom portion to such axis of rotation.

Additionally, according to the present invention, there is
provided such a golf putter training tool wherein such wheel
axis means comprises a first wheel support means attached
to such first end portion and a second wheel support means
attached to such second end portion; and, further, wherein
such first wheel means is rotatably attached to such first
wheel support means and such second wheel means is
rotatably attached to such second wheel support means; and,
further, wherein such first and second wheel means each
comprise a circumferential edge constructed and arranged to
impede during rotation other than straight line travel; and,
further, wherein each such circumferential edge comprises
sharp portions constructed and arranged to partially embed
each such wheel means in such putting surface.

Moreover, according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided such a golf putter
training tool further comprising unitary frame means remov-
ably attachable to such putter body means, such first and
second wheel means being attached to such unitary frame
means; and, further, wherein such unitary frame means is
removably attached to such putter body means by spring clip
means; and, further, wherein such unitary frame means is
removably attached to such putter body means by velcro-
type means; and, further, wherein such unitary frame means
is constructed and arranged to be selectively extensible to
accommodate the distance from such first end portion of
such putter body to such second end portion.

Also, according to a preferred embodiment thereof, this
invention provides, for use in training a user’s putting stroke
along a putting surface, a putter training device add-on, for
attachment to putter body means including a front putting
portion, a bottom portion, and a pair of end portions, such
putter training device add-on comprising, in combination:
frame means constructed and arranged for attachment to
such putter body means in such manner as to extend from a
first of such end portions to a second of such end portions;
rotatably mounted to a first end of such frame means, first
wheel means; and, rotatably mounted to a second end of
such frame means, second wheel means. Further, this inven-
tion provides such a putter training device add-on con-
structed and arranged so that, when such putter training
device add-on is attached to a such putter body means, such
first and second wheel means will roll forward during a such
putting stroke. Even further provided is such a putter train-
ing device add-on wherein such frame means comprises
wheel axis means having an axis of rotation, and such first
wheel means and second wheel means each having an
essentially equal radius and being constructed and arranged
to rotate about such axis of rotation.

Still further, this invention provides such a putter training
device add-on constructed and arranged so that, when such
putter training device add-on is attached to a such putter
body means, such radius of such first and second wheel
means is larger than a distance from such bottom portion of
such putter body means to such axis of rotation; and, further,
wherein such frame means is constructed and arranged for
attachment to such putter body means at each of such end
portions; and, further, wherein such frame means is con-
structed and arranged for attachment to such putter body
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means along such bottom portion; and, further, wherein such
frame means is constructed and arranged to be selectively
extensible to accommodate the distance from such first end
portion of such putter body to such second end portion.
And, additionally, according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention, there is provided, for use in training a
user’s putting stroke along a putting surface, a putter training
device add-on, for attachment to putter body means includ-
ing a front putting portion, a bottom portion, and a pair of
end portions, such putter training device add-on comprising,
in combination: suction-cup means, of the type having a
central axis, for attaching such putter training device add-on
to a such end portion of a such putter body means; and,
rotatably mounted to such suction-cup means about such
central axis, wheel means. Further provided by this inven-
tion is such a putter training device add-on constructed and
arranged so that, when such putter training device add-on is
attached to a such putter body means, such radius of such
wheel means is larger than a distance from such bottom
portion of such putter body means to such central axis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates pictorially the preferred embodiment of
a golf putter with wheels according to the present invention
and being used by a golfer.

FIG. 2 is an illustrative elevation view of the preferred
embodiment in use.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative plan view of the preferred
embodiment in use.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a front elevation view of the preferred embodi-
ment.

FIG. 6 is an end elevation view of the preferred embodi-
ment.

FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of the preferred
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a partial cross-sectional view of an alternate
construction of the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an alternate construction
of the wheel portion of the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a partial end view of another alternate con-
struction of the wheel portion of the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of another alternate con-
struction of the wheel portion of the preferred embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a partial front view of the alternate construction
of the wheel portion of the preferred embodiment of FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view of an alternate
embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a partial cross-sectional view of the alternate
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is a front view of a another alternate embodiment.

FIG. 16 is perspective view of the alternate embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is perspective view of an alternate construction of
the alternate embodiment of FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 is perspective view of yet another alternate
embodiment.

FIG. 19 is perspective view of yet another alternate
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT AND THE BEST MODE OF
PRACTICE

FIG. 1 illustrates pictorially the preferred embodiment of
a golf putter training tool 20 according to the present

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

65

4

invention and being used by a golfer 21. Components of the
golf putter training tool 20 include putter body means
embodied by the putter body 23. Wheel means are embodied
by a wheel 25 attached at the heel end portion 27 (of putter
body 23) and a second wheel 26 (with the same diameter as
wheel 25) attached at the toe end portion 28. Golf putter
training tool 20 further includes shaft means embodied by a
handle 24 comprised of a shaft 29 and grip 30. The golf
putter training tool 20 is used as a training aide in developing
proper putting motions. When hitting a golf ball in a
direction towards and hopefully into a cup, the surface of the
putter which strikes the ball needs to meet various criteria
relating to placement location, direction of movement, and
striking angles in both horizontal and vertical planes, as well
as other factors such as speed, impact force, etc.

In the illustration of FIG. 1, a preferred embodiment of a
golf putter training tool 20 has just completed striking the
golf ball 22, and the golf ball 22 is rolling along the putting
surface, green 31, towards cup 32. The direction A of golf
ball 22 travel (discounting environment and green 31
conditions) was established at the point of being impacted
by the front putting portion 33 of the golf putter training tool
20. The proper flat, straight, “sweeping” movement across
the green 31 of the golf putter training tool 20 is indicated
by arrows B. The body stance and motions of the golfer 21
required to deliver correct movement of the putter may be
learned by allowing the wheels 25 and 26 to track over the
surface of the green 31 to position the front putting portion
33 of the putter body 23 of the golf putter training tool 20
to contact the golf ball 22 with a favorable hit. These factors
relating to movement and stance of the golf putter training
tool’s 20 putter body 23 are further described in FIGS. 2 and
3.

Without the benefit of the wheel means of the present
invention, a conventional putter’s movement relies only on
the golfer’s motions transferred through the grip 30, the
shaft 29 and to the putter body 23. Once the golfer 21 has
learned appropriate putting techniques through the enhanced
action of the golf putter training tool 20, the wheels 25 and
26 may be removed, thus transforming the golf putter
training tool 20 into a conventional putter. This training aide
may be metaphored by the training wheels on a beginners
bicycle.

FIG. 2 illustrates in elevation view the preferred embodi-
ment of a golf putter training tool 20 in motion in a vertical
plane. Movement B of the putter body 23 is maintained at a
constant height C (preferred to be about 4") above the
surface of the green 31. This is established by the wheels 25
and 26 (each having a preferred diameter of about 1" to 112")
rolling across the green 31 and supporting the putter body 23
at a fixed elevation. The wheels 25 and 26 rotate freely about
axles 34 located (at a vertical position constrained by the
preferred wheel diameters and height C) at each end portion
of the putter body 23. The golfer’s goal is to develop a feel
for consistent appropriate height above green 31 surface and
to AVOID “swinging” the putter in an arc D as shown by
dotted lines. When the front putting portion 33 of the putter
body 23 impacts the golf ball 22 (at point of impact 35)
while moving parallel to (i.e., “sweeping”) the green 31, the
golf ball’s movement is directed straight forward with a
greater accuracy and consistency.

Shown in plan view in FIG. 3 is an illustration of the
enhanced straight line tracking of the golf putter training
tool 20. As the putter body 23 rolls forward (as previously
described) the wheels 25 and 26 tend to assist the golfer in
moving the putter body 23 in a straight line as shown by
arrows B. This motion is shown in contrast to the undesired















