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1
PALETTE TRANSPORT SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to providing an improved palette
transport system for artists. More particularly, this invention
concerns providing a palette transport system whereby mul-
tiple artist’s palettes may be efficiently transported, and
without fast drying of the paint on the palette.

2 . Description of the Prior Art

In the prior art, there have been attempts to keep palette
paint dabs from drying in between times that the palette is
used. Although it is often helpful to keep oil paint palette
dabs from drying in air between uses, it is especially
important to keep acrylic-type paint dabs on palettes from
drying out. Acrylic-type paints are water-based emulsions,
and when such emulsions dry, they are insoluble and cannot
be painted with; even brushes which are coated with dried
acrylics must usually be thrown out. An example of a prior
art palette system for keeping paints. especially acrylics,
from dehydration is described in U.S. Pat. No. 3.804.030.
which shows a palette base overlaid by a water-retentive
layer, e.g., a sponge-like material. and, on top of that, a layer
of disposable porous material, e.g.. a sheet of paper. to carry
dabs of paint (the paper acting as a paletie surface) and
promote the continuing hydration, slowing down drying, of
such paint dabs while the artist is working. Further shown
therein is the placing of a “sleeve” over the artist’s palette
when the artist is not working to further slow dehydration.

Generally, while the artist may use a great variety of
differing materials and methods to produce the art, there are
certain mediums and methods of use that have been devel-
oped over a long period of time and which are common
throughout the art world. This past century has seen the
development of polymer colors which have quickly become
a favorite of the painter. More specifically. acrylic polymer
emulsion paints (often called “acrylics”) are pigments uti-
lizing an acrylic polymer as a binder and wherein the vehicle
is an emulsion of acrylic resin particles suspended in water.
The drying process takes place as the water evaporates,
changing the paints from water soluble while wet to
insoluble after drying. Being quick drying, such paints
present the artist with the task of maintaining usable con-
sistency and prolonging drying until the painting is accom-
plished. The palette surface frequently used with acrylic
paints is a paper, coated to prevent absorption. and furnished
in a tablet form. As the artist devotes very much time to
preparing and maintaining the palette, its longevity is a
major concern. In addition, protecting the wet-paint palette
from being contaminated by foreign items while not being
attended to (airborne particles, insects, leaves, children, etc.)
and preventing the wet paints from accidently getting on
unwanted surfaces or items requires some means of protec-
tion. A student returning from a painting session at an art
class will deal with the challenge of transporting armfuls of
painting supplies without getting paints on clothing, auto
upholstery, etc., particularly when carrying more than one
palette.

Among the needs not met in the prior art are (1) the need
to have a convenient way to transport more than one palette
at a time; (2) the need to maintain paint condition on such
multipie palettes during such transport and non-use; (3) the
need to protect such multiple palettes from contamination
during non-use periods; (4) the need to protect surrounding
articles when transporting painting supplies and palettes; (5)
the need to prevent brushes and other painting supplies from
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drying out during such transport and non-use; and (6) the
need to fulfill all these mentioned needs in a manner which
is efficient and inexpensive.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

A primary object of the present invention is to fulfill the
above-mentioned needs by the provision of an improved
system for transport of multiple palettes, including associ-
ated supplies when desired. A further primary object of the
present invention is to provide an improved method of
making such transport system. Another object is to provide
such palette transport system which is efficient and inex-
pensive. Other objects of this invention will become appar-
ent with reference to the following invention descriptions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a highly-preferred embodiment of the
present invention, this invention provides a palette transport
system for upright transport of stacked multiple palette
means for holding dabs of paint. comprising. in combina-
tion: lower and upper open-top box means; in each such
open-top box means, palette means for supporting at least
one such dab of paint; and sealing means for essentially-
air-tight sealing of such palette means in such lower open-
top box means when such upper open-top box means firmly
abuts from above such lower open-top box means. Further
provided is such palette transport system wherein each such
palette means is moisture-permeable. Even further provided
is such palette transport system wherein each such palette
means comprises a sheet of paper-type material. Also pro-
vided by this invention is such paletic transport system
further comprising, in each such open-top box means, below
such palette means, liquid-source means for providing mois-
ture. Yet further provided is such palette transport system
further comprising, in each such open-top box means, below
such palette means, water-source means for providing mois-
ture. And even further, this invention provides such palette
transport system wherein such water-source means for pro-
viding moisture comprises a sheet of sponge-type material.

Additionally, according to such preferred embodiment of
the present invention, there is provided such palette trans-
port system wherein each such open-top box means com-
prises wall means having upper portions and lower portions.
and such sealing means comprises abutment of such upper
portions of such wall means of such lower open-top box
means against such lower portions of such wall means of
such upper open-top box means. Also provided by this
invention is such palette transport system further comprising
a third such open-top box means, and, within such third such
open-top box means, painting supplies.

Yet even further, according to such preferred embodiment
of the present invention, there is provided a palette transport
system for upright transport of stacked multiple palette
means for holding dabs of acrylic-type paint, comprising. in
combination: box means for holding water-source means for
providing moisture and moisture-permeable palette means
for supporting at least one such dab of acrylic-type paint,
wherein such box means comprises substantially-vertical
internal wall means having a wall height at least as high as
the total of the height of such water-source means, the height
of such moisture-permeable palette means, the maximum
height of an ordinarily-useful such dab of acrylic-type paint.
and a clearance distance for ensuring, during a such
transport, no presence of such acrylic-type paint as high as
such wall height; vertical-stacking means for releasably
holding an other such box means in a position above such
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internal wall means of such (first) box means; and sealing
means for moisture-sealing such box means when a such
other box means is being releasably held in such position.

And further this invention provides such palette transport
system wherein: such box means comprises an open-top,
essentially-rectangular box having an inner bottom; and
such water-source means for providing moisture comprises
an essentially-rectangular sheet of sponge-type material
fitting essentially onto such inner bottom of such box and
having an upper surface; and such moisture-permeable pal-
ette means comprises an essentially-rectangular sheet of
paper-type material fitting essentially onto such upper sur-
face of such sheet of sponge-type material. Further provided
is such palefte transport system wherein such vertical-
stacking means comprises, atop such internal wall means,
ledge means for supporting such other box means. Even
further, this invention provides such palette transport system
wherein: such box means comprises substantially-vertical
external wall means generally co-extensive with such inter-
nal wall means. and. above such ledge means, substantially-
vertical second internal wall means; and such sealing means
comprises, when a such other box means is being releasably
held in such position, an interference fit between such
external wall means of such other box means and such
second internal wall means of such box means.

Even additionally, according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention, there is provided a method of
making a palette transport system for upright transport of
stacked multiple palette means for holding dabs of acrylic-
type paint, comprising, in combination, the steps of: pro-
viding identical lower and upper open-top box means. each
having sealing means for essentially-air-tight sealing of such
lower open-top box means when such upper open-top box
means firmly abuts from above such lower open-top box
means; providing a first and second water-source means;
providing a first and second moisture-permeable palette
means; wetting such first and second water-source means;
wetting such first and second moisture-permeable palette
means; placing such first water-source means in such lower
open-top box means; placing such second water-source
means in such upper open-top box means; placing such first
moisture-permeable palette means in such lower open-top
box means atop such first water-source means; placing such
second moisture-permeable palette means in such upper
open-top box means atop such second water-source means;
and sealing such lower open-top box means in an
essentially-air-tight manner by firmly abutting from above
such upper open-top box means against such lower open-top
box means.

Even further provided, according to this invention. is such
method further comprising the step of placing at least one
dab of acrylic-type paint on such first moisture-permeable
palette means before such sealing step. Also provided is such
method further comprising the step of releasing such sealing
of such lower open-top box means by removing such upper
open-top box means from a position of abutting from above
such lower open-top box means. Yet further provided is such
method further comprising the steps of: providing a third
open-top box means identical to such upper and lower
open-top box means; and sealing such upper open-top box
means in an essentially-air-tight manner by firmly abutting
from above such third open-top box means against such
upper open-top box means. Further, this invention provides
such method further comprising the steps of: providing a
third open-top box means identical to such upper and lower
open-top box means; and sealing such third open-top box
means in an essentially-air-tight manner by firmly abutting
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from above such lower open-top box means against such
third open-top box means. And further provided is such
method further comprising the step of placing painting
supplies into such third open-top box means before the such
step of sealing such third open-top box means.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the preferred
embodiment of multiple stackable palette units, showing
contents, and stacked.

FIG. 2 is a top plan view, partially cut-away. of the
preferred embodiment of a stackable palette unit (and show-
ing a cover for use with the uppermost stackable palette
unit).

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional elevation view of a stack
of palette units (without contents).

FIG. 4 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional elevation
view of two stackable palette units with contents.

FIGS. § through 11 illustrate in perspective views the
steps of a preferred method of making and usage of the
preferred embodiment of multiple stackable palette units.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT AND THE BEST MODE OF
PRACTICE

In FIG. 1 is shown a perspective view of the preferred
embodiment of the stacked multiple palette means (with
some contents) of the present invention. embodied by a stack
of palette units 13, each such unit being embodied by a
stackable open-top box or container 14, with a lid 12
installed on the top stackable box 14. The stackable box 14
is a container used by artists to house a palette means
embodied by a moisture-permeable sheet, paper sheet 16,
capable of supporting dabs or puddles of artists’ paints while
they are being prepared and used, while they are transported
between uses, and also while being stored between uses. The
stackable box 14 is primarily intended to be used with
artists’ acrylic paints but has advantages with and may be
used with other water-based paints as well as artists’ oil
paints.

Tlustrated (FIG. 1) in the stack of palette units 13 are
multiple stackable boxes 14 and liquid source means for
providing moisture, embodied by an essentially-rectangular
sheet of sponge-type material, sponge pad 185. fitting essen-
tially onto the inner bottom surface 11 of stackable box 14,
specifically illustrated as a lower stackable box 14a. Sponge
pad 15 has an upper surface 15a. Paper sheet 16 lies atop
upper surface 15a of sponge pad 15. An upper stackable box
14b lies above lower stackable box 14a and acts as a lid to
make an air-tight seal when firmly abutting lower stackable
box 14a. as more specifically described hereinafter. The
paint dabs 18 supported on the paper sheet 16 are commonly
referred to by the artist as the “artist’s palette”. The paper
sheet 16 is kept moist by water which is absorbed into the
sponge pad 15 prior to placement thereon of paper sheet 16.
In addition. the paper sheet 16 is soaked in water prior to use
to provide a more suitable surface for containing the paint.
The paper sheet 16 is preferably, for use with acrylics, a
paper sheet which is laced with latex, and such a paper sheet
is currently commercially available from Masterson Art
Products, Inc., as No. 857 Acrylic Palette Film (and a sponge
pad of the type herein described comes with each 40 paper
sheets from said company).

When the stack of palette units 13 are assembled and
sealed (with lid 12 on the very uppermost box 14), air-tight









