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GOLF CART SHADING SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to applicant’s prior U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/395,138, filed Jul. 10, 2002,
entitled “Golf Cart Shading System”, the contents of which
are hereby herein incorporated by reference and are not
admitted to be prior art with respect to the present invention
by their mention in this cross-reference section.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to a golf cart shading system. More
particularly, it relates to a shading system for the shading of
the occupants of a golf cart without limiting access to the
storage area of the cart from outside the golf cart.

With the increased number of golf courses and number of
individuals golfing, the use of golf carts for use on golf
courses is increasing. Along with the increased numbers and
use of golf carts, the need for a golf cart shading system also
increases. More particularly, the use of golf carts is typically
greater in regions where the weather is sunny and warm. In
these areas, however, direct sunlight on the occupants can
cause occupant overheating, discomfort, and associated skin
problems.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

Aprimary object and feature of the present invention is to
provide a system for the shading of the occupant
compartment(s) of a golf cart. In addition to providing
shading, an additional object and feature of the present
invention is to provide an enclosure, which assists in the
climate control, including providing additional cooling, of
the occupant compartment of a golf cart.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system that is fitted, portable, and easily
installed and removed. It is an additional object and feature
of the present invention to provide such a system that is
simple to use and is attachable to a wide range of golf cart
designs.

Additionally, it is an object and feature of the present
invention to provide such a system that is foldable into a
compact form that is easily stowed or carried. It is a further
object and feature of the present invention to provide such
a system that is easy to manufacture and assemble.

A further primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide such a system that is effective, inexpensive,
and user friendly. Other objects and features of this inven-
tion will become apparent with reference to the following
descriptions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides a golf cart shading system for at least one
occupant compartment of a golf cart, comprising in combi-
nation: shading means for shading at least one rear portion
of the at least one occupant compartment of the golf cart;
and aperture means for permitting passage through such
shading means of at least one rear support bracket for
supporting at least one piece of golf equipment outside such
shading means.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a golf cart shading system for at least
one occupant compartment of a golf cart, comprising in
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combination: at least one shader structured and arranged to
shade at least one rear portion of the at least one occupant
compartment of the golf cart; and at least one aperture
structured and arranged to permit passage through such at
least one shader of at least one rear support bracket for
supporting at least one piece of golf equipment outside such
at least one shader. Moreover, it provides such a golf cart
shading system further comprising at least one upper ten-
sioner structured and arranged to apply tension to an upper
portion of such at least one shader.

Additionally, it provides such a golf cart shading system
further comprising at least one upper attacher structured and
arranged to attach such at least one shader to at least one
upper portion of the golf cart. Also, it provides such a golf
cart shading system further comprising at least one lower
attacher structured and arranged to attach such at least one
shader to at least one lower portion of the golf cart. In
addition, it provides such a golf cart shading system wherein
such at least one shader comprises at least one holder
structured and arranged to hold at least one personal item of
the at least one occupant.

And, it provides such a golf cart shading system wherein
such at least one shader comprises at least one holder
structured and arranged to hold at least one personal item of
the at least one occupant. Further, it provides such a golf cart
shading system further comprising at least one lower ten-
sioner structured and arranged to apply tension to at least
one lower portion of such at least one shader. Even further,
it provides such a golf cart shading system wherein such at
least one shader comprises at least one viewer structured and
arranged to assist the at least one occupant viewing out the
at least one rear portion of the at least one occupant
compartment of the golf cart.

Furthermore, it provides such a golf cart shading system
wherein such at least one shader comprises at least one
viewer structured and arranged to assist the at least one
occupant viewing out the at least one rear portion of the at
least one occupant compartment of the golf cart.
Additionally, it provides such a golf cart shading system
wherein such at least one shader comprises at least one
viewer structured and arranged to assist the at least one
occupant viewing out the at least one rear portion of the at
least one occupant compartment of the golf cart. Also, it
provides such a golf cart shading system wherein such at
least one viewer comprises at least one sunlight controller
structured and arranged to control a quantity of sunlight
passing through such at least one viewer.

In addition, it provides such a golf cart shading system
wherein such at least one viewer comprises at least one
cover adapted to cover such at least one viewer. And, it
provides such a golf cart shading system wherein such at
least one viewer comprises at least one cover adapted to
cover such at least one viewer. Further, it provides such a
golf cart shading system further comprising at least one
holder structured and arranged to hold at least one personal
item of the at least one occupant. Even further, it provides
such a golf cart shading system further comprising at least
one golf cart. Even further, it provides such a golf cart
shading system further comprising at least one golf cart.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a kit comprising: at least one golf
cart shading system for at least one occupant compartment
of a golf cart, comprising in combination: shading means for
shading at least one rear portion of the at least one occupant
compartment of the golf cart; and aperture means for per-
mitting passage through such shading means of at least one
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rear support bracket for supporting at least one piece of golf
equipment outside such shading means; at least one storage
bag; and at least one set of installation instructions. Even
further, it provides such a kit wherein such shading means
comprises viewing means for assisting viewing out the at
least one rear portion of the at least one occupant compart-
ment of the golf cart. Even further, it provides such a kit
wherein such shading means comprises holding means for
holding at least one personal item of the at least one
occupant.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the golf cart shading
system as attached to a golf cart according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic top view for diagrammatically
illustrating dimensions of the golf cart shading system of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3a is a top view, partially in section, of Detail 3 of
FIG. 2 showing the uninstalled grommet positions of the
upper attaching system.

FIG. 3b is a top view, partially in section, of Detail 3 of
FIG. 2 showing the installed grommet positions.

FIG. 44 is an underside view, partially in section, of Detail
4 of FIG. 2. for diagrammatically illustrating dimensions

FIG. 4b is another underside view, partially in section, of
Detail 4 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5§ is a top view, partially in section of the pass-
through slots, according to preferred embodiments of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of Detail 6 of FIG. 1 showing
the upper attaching system as attached to the roof hand-hold
of a golf cart, according to preferred embodiments of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view, partially in section, of detail
7 of FIG. 1 showing the lower attaching system as attached
to the armrest of a golf cart.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the golf cart shading
system illustrating the use of an alternate upper attaching
system according to another preferred of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of Detail 9 of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of Detail 10 of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a storage bag used to store
the golf cart shading system, according to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagrammatic top view for diagrammatically
illustrating dimensions of the golf cart shading system,
according to an alternate preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view, partially in section of
screening in an optional window of the golf cart shading
system.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view, partially in section, of the
upper attaching system with an alternate method to attach
the upper tie straps to the golf cart shading system through
the upper grommets, according to another preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a top view, partially in section, showing an
alternate hook and loop attachment embodiment for attach-
ing the upper attaching system.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view, partially in section, show-
ing the alternate attachment system of FIG. 15 attached to
the roof hand-hold of a golf cart, according to preferred
embodiments of the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a perspective
view of the golf cart shading system 100 illustrating the use
of attaching systems, an upper attaching system 102 and
lower attaching system 104, as attached to a golf cart 106,
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The golf cart 106 typically includes a roof 108 and a
rear portion of the occupant compartment 110, having a
seating area(s)112. Additionally, the golf cart typically
includes front roof supports 101 and rear roof supports 103,
armrest(s) 105, a rear storage compartment 107, and rear
equipment support bracket(s) 109.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic top view for diagrammatically
illustrating dimensions of the golf cart shading system 100
of FIG. 1. In a preferred embodiment, the golf cart shading
system 100 preferably comprises a shade-body 111
(embodying herein shading means for shading at least one
rear portion of the at least one occupant compartment of the
golf cart; and embodying herein at least one shader struc-
tured and arranged to shade at least one rear portion of the
at least one occupant compartment of the golf cart), which
is essentially rectangular, as shown. The shade-body 111 of
the golf cart shading system 100 most preferably comprises
a high-grade twill material. Upon reading the teachings of
this specification, those with ordinary skill in the art, will
now understand that, under appropriate circumstances, con-
sidering issues such as user preference, economic
considerations, environmental considerations, durability,
etc., other materials, such as denim, vinyl, netting, or
screening-type fabric, may suffice. In a preferred
embodiment, length A is the length of the shade-body 111
needed to surround the rear portion of the occupant com-
partment 110 of a golf cart 106. Under appropriate
circumstances, for example, using a standard E-Z-Go® golf
cart, available from E-Z-Go Textron, Augusta, Ga., USA,
length A is preferably about one-hundred-four inches. Upon
reading the teachings of this specification, those with ordi-
nary skill in the art, will now understand that, under appro-
priate circumstances, considering issues such as golf cart
size, etc., other dimension of length A, such as shorter or
longer, may suffice. In a preferred embodiment, width B is
the width of the shade-body 111 needed to cover from about
the roof 108 to about the bottom 109 of the seating area(s)
112 of the rear portion of the occupant compartment 110.
Under appropriate circumstances, for example, using a stan-
dard E-Z-Go® golf cart, width B is preferably about forty-
three-inches. Upon reading the teachings of this
specification, those with ordinary skill in the art, will now
understand that, under appropriate circumstances, consider-
ing issues such as golf cart size, etc., other dimensions of
width B, such as wider or narrower, may suffice.

Reference is now made to FIG. 2 with continued reference
to FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 2, the shade-body 111 preferably
includes a top section 122, a middle section 124, and a
bottom section 130. Also, as shown, the shade-body 111
preferably includes a top edge 114, a first side edge 116, a
second side edge 118, and a bottom edge 120. Preferably, the
periphery of the first side edge 116, second side edge 118,
and the bottom edge 120 are finished with bias tape 125,
which is commonly known and widely available for use in
finishing raw edges of fabric or other materials. Upon
reading the teachings of this specification, those with ordi-
nary skill in the art, will now understand that, under appro-
priate circumstances, considering issues such as user
preference, economic considerations, environmental



























