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CONTAINER SYSTEM FOR ORGANIZING
ITEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to applicant’s prior U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/395,492, filed Jul. 12, 2002,
entitled “CONTAINER SYSTEM FOR ORGANIZING
ITEMS”, and, U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/426,849,
filed Nov. 15, 2002, entitled “CONTAINER SYSTEM FOR
ORGANIZING ITEMS”, the contents of which are hereby
herein incorporated by reference and are not admitted to be
prior art with respect to the present invention by their
mention in this cross-reference section.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to a container system for organizing
items. This invention further relates to a container system for
holding and organizing containers. More particularly, this
invention concerns such a system that makes use of wasted
space in or around cabinets, for use in organizing items, such
as spices.

Typically, organizing systems take up a large amount of
counter space, limiting the amount of available workspace
and cluttering countertops. They may not match the sur-
rounding cabinetry or appliances, and thus, may be unat-
tractive. Other organizing systems may have many moving
parts, which can become jammed.

In addition, the proliferation of varieties of spices stored
in and around a typical kitchen area is very large; and many
people store various spices in more than one place, e.g.,
cabinets, counters, spice racks, etc., making, among other
problems, finding the right spice at the right time, difficult.

Thus, there exists a need for a system that overcomes such
disadvantages.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

Aprimary object and feature of the present invention is to
provide a system for organizing containers that attaches to
an available free-standing structure, leaving workspace on
countertops and storage space in cabinets free of clutter.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system which allows the user to quickly
identify the contents and location of a container, especially
a spice container.

Another object and feature of the present invention is to
provide such a system which matches the surrounding
cabinetry.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system which is substantially free of
moving parts.

An additional object and feature of the present invention
is to assist one-handed access to containers used in cooking
preparation (especially spice containers), constructing, or
repair.

Another primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide such a system that is efficient, inexpensive,
and handy. Other objects and features of this invention will
become apparent with reference to the following descrip-
tions.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides an organizing system for organizing a
plurality of items comprising: a plurality of long container
means for holding the plurality of items; at least one
substantially-vertical thin holding means for holding such
plurality of long container means in at least one substantially
horizontal position; wherein such at least one substantially-
vertical thin holding means comprises a plurality of aper-
tures; and at least one fastening means for fastening such at
least one substantially-vertical thin holding means to at least
one support structure; wherein, when at least one of such
plurality of long container means is placed substantially
through at least one of such plurality of apertures, a center
of gravity of such at least one of such plurality of long
container means effects a tilting of such at least one of such
plurality of long container means such that, in combination
with a small enough clearance between a diameter of such
at least one of such plurality of apertures and a diameter of
such at least one of such plurality of long container means,
such at least one of such plurality of long container means
is firmly held in such at least one of such plurality of
apertures.

Moreover, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one capping means for capping such at
least one of such plurality of long container means.

Additionally, it provides such a organizing system
wherein such at least one capping means, when installed on
such at least one of such plurality of long container means,
comprises at least one stopping means, for such at least one
of such plurality of long container means, for preventing
such at least one of such plurality of long container means
from passing all the way through such at least one of such
plurality of apertures of such at least one substantially-
vertical thin holding means.

Also, it provides such a organizing system further com-
prising at least one fastener retaining means for retaining
such at least one fastening means within such at least one
substantially-vertical thin holding means.

In addition, it provides such a organizing system wherein
such at least one substantially-vertical thin holding means
further comprises at least one space-saving means for using
otherwise unused space adjacent such at least one support
structure.

And, it provides such a organizing system wherein such at
least one substantially-vertical thin holding means further
comprises at least one color-matching means to match such
at least one substantially-vertical thin holding means to the
at least one support structure.

Further, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one position adjusting means to adjust at
least one position of such at least one substantially-vertical
thin holding means to permit removable access of such at
least one of such plurality of long container means.

Even further, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one sifting means for sifting the plurality
of items inside of such at least one of such plurality of long
container means when such at least one of such plurality of
long container means is inverted and shaken.

Moreover, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one labeling means for labeling such
plurality of long container means. Additionally, it provides
such a organizing system wherein such plurality of such long
container means is for holding a plurality of spices. Also, it
provides such a organizing system further comprising at
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least one guarding means structured and arranged to guard
such plurality of long container means.

In addition, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one covering means structured and
arranged to cover such plurality of long container means.
And, it provides such a covering means further comprising
at least one hinge means structured and arranged to flexibly
connect such at least one covering means to such at least one
substantially-vertical thin holding means. Further, it pro-
vides such a covering means further comprising at least one
latching means structured and arranged to latch such at least
one covering means in a closed position.

Even further, it provides such a organizing system
wherein such at least one of such plurality of long container
means comprises at least one stopping means, for such at
least one of such plurality of long container means, for
preventing such at least one of such plurality of long
container means from passing all the way through such at
least one of such plurality of apertures of such at least one
substantially-vertical thin holding means.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides an organizing system for organizing
a plurality of spices comprising: a plurality of long contain-
ers structured and arranged to hold the plurality of spices; at
least one substantially-vertical thin holder structured and
arranged to hold such plurality of long containers in at least
one substantially horizontal position; wherein such at least
one substantially-vertical thin holder comprises a plurality
of apertures structured and arranged to hold such plurality of
long containers for removable access; wherein when at least
one of such plurality of long containers is placed substan-
tially through at least one of such plurality of apertures, such
at least one of such plurality of apertures is structured and
arranged to provide at least one friction hold around at least
one circumferential portion of such at least one of such
plurality of long containers; wherein a center of gravity
position of such at least one of such plurality of long
containers aids such at least one friction hold; and at least
one fastener structured and arranged to fasten such at least
one substantially-vertical thin holder to at least one support
structure.

Moreover, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one retainer structured and arranged to
retain such at least one fastener within such at least one
substantially-vertical thin holder. Additionally, it provides
such a organizing system further comprising at least one
position adjuster structured and arranged to adjust at least
one position of such at least one substantially-vertical thin
holder to ensure removable access of such at least one of
such plurality of long containers.

Also, it provides such a organizing system further com-
prising at least one cap structured and arranged to cap such
at least one of such plurality of long containers.

In addition, it provides such a organizing system wherein
such at least one cap, when installed on such at least one of
such plurality of long containers, provides at least one stop
for such at least one of such plurality of long containers, to
prevent such at least one of such plurality of long containers
from passing all the way through such at least one of such
plurality of apertures of such at least one substantially-
vertical thin holder.

And, it provides such a organizing system further com-
prising at least one sifter structured and arranged to sift at
least one of such plurality of spices inside of such at least
one of such plurality of long containers when such at least
one of such plurality of long containers is inverted and
shaken. Further, it provides such a organizing system further
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4

comprising at least one label structured and arranged to label
such at least one of such plurality of long containers. Even
further, it provides such a organizing system wherein such at
least one label comprises indicia.

Moreover, it provides such a organizing system further
comprising at least one guard structured and arranged to
guard such plurality of long containers. Additionally, it
provides such a organizing system further comprising at
least one cover structured and arranged to cover such
plurality of long containers. Also, it provides such a at least
one cover further comprising at least one hinge structured
and arranged to flexibly connect such at least one cover to
such at least one substantially-vertical thin holder.

In addition, it provides such a at least one cover further
comprising at least one latch structured and arranged to latch
such at least one cover in a closed position. And, it provides
such a organizing system wherein such at least one of such
plurality of long containers further comprises at least one
stop for preventing such at least one of such plurality of long
containers from passing all the way through such at least one
of such plurality of apertures of such at least one substan-
tially-vertical thin holder.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides an organizing system for organizing
spices comprising: a plurality of long containers structured
and arranged to hold a plurality of spices; at least one
substantially-vertical holder structured and arranged to hold
such plurality of long containers in at least one substantially
horizontal position; wherein such at least one substantially-
vertical holder comprises a plurality of apertures structured
and arranged to hold such plurality of long containers for
removable access; wherein at least one of such plurality of
apertures is structured and arranged to provide at least one
friction hold around at least one circumferential portion of at
least one of such plurality of long containers; wherein at
least one position of the center of gravity of such at least one
of such plurality of long containers aids such at least one
friction hold; at least one fastener structured and arranged to
fasten such at least one substantially-vertical holder to at
least one support structure; a plurality of caps structured and
arranged to cap at least one of such plurality of long
containers; and a plurality of sifters structured and arranged
to sift such plurality of spices inside of such plurality of long
containers when such plurality of long containers are
inverted and shaken.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a consumer kit for a spice organizing
system comprising kit contents; and consumer packaging
material packaging such kit contents; wherein such con-
sumer packaging material comprises indicia indicating at
least one specific color and size; wherein such kit contents
comprise: at least one set of spacers, at least one set of long
containers, at least one set of cover caps, at least one set of
sifters, at least one set of labels, at least one compact disc
program for creating labels, at least one holder, wherein such
holder comprises at least one fastener retainer, at least one
set of fasteners, and at least one set of instructions for
installation of the spice organizing system.

Further, it provides such a kit contents further comprising
at least one set of cards, at least one compact disk program
for creating cards, and at least one cover. Even further, it
provides such a kit contents further comprising at least one
latch. Even further, it provides such a kit contents further
comprising at least one hinge.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a method of installing a spice orga-
nizing system comprising the steps of: measuring at least






























